












Exercises 
 

1. Avery Monty served in the Air Force from January 2, 2004 to June 2, 2014. Her personnel file 
notes a deployment to Uzbekistan from April 2005 to November 2005.  She is claiming service 
connection for sinus issues, with VA Form 21-526EZ noting a reported onset in July 2018. There 
is no evidence of sinus problems during active duty. 

 
              Should this be service connected? Why?   

 
 

2. Marty Bain served in the Marine Corps from November 20, 2015, to November 20, 2020. His DD 
Form 214 notes service in Saudi Arabia from March 2017 tonSeptember 2017. He is claiming 
service connection for shortness of breath and coughing, which he alleges began in January 
2021. Service treatment records are silent for respiratory complaints during active duty. 

   
              Should this be service connected? Why? 
 
 
 

3. Service connection is being granted for asthma due to particulate matter. The claim was 
received on May 1, 2021, five years after separation from active military service. An initial date 
of asthma was documented in January 2021. 

 
What date should service connection be granted?  

 
 
 

4. Bob Smith, an Air Force Reservist, states he was on Title 10 orders in November 1985, at 
Lockbourne/Rickenbacker Air Force Base.  He has now been diagnosed with bladder cancer. 

 
Is he eligible for service connection?  What is required? 

 
 
 

5. Jane Doe served in Syria with US Army in July 2001. She was diagnosed with rhinosinusitis in 
July 2005.   

 
               Is she eligible for rhinosinusitis on a presumptive basis? 
                    
             

 
 

 
 



Presumptive Exercises Answer Key 
 

1. Avery Monty served in the Air Force from January 2, 2004 to June 2, 2014. Her personnel file 
notes a deployment to Uzbekistan from April 2005 to November 2005.  She is claiming service 
connection for sinus issues, with VA Form 21-526EZ noting a reported onset in July 2018. There 
is no evidence of sinus problems during active duty. 

 
              Should this be service connected? Why?   

Yes, based on presumptive theory of service 
              Connection due to particulate matter is raised by the evidence – diagnosed within 10 years 
 

2. Marty Bain served in the Marine Corps from November 20, 2015, to November 20, 2020. His DD 
Form 214 notes service in Saudi Arabia from March 2017 tonSeptember 2017. He is claiming 
service connection for shortness of breath and coughing, which he alleges began in January 
2021. Service treatment records are silent for respiratory complaints during active duty. 

   
              Should this be service connected? Why?  

Yes, based on presumptive theory of service 
              Connection due to particulate matter is raised by the evidence – diagnosed within 10 years 
 

3. Service connection is being granted for asthma due to particulate matter. The claim was 
received on May 1, 2021, five years after separation from active military service. An initial date 
of asthma was documented in January 2021. 

 
What date should service connection be granted?   
August 5, 2021 date of law change under 38 CFR 3.114 

 
4. Bob Smith, an Air Force Reservist, states he was on Title 10 orders in November 1985, at 

Lockbourne/Rickenbacker Air Force Base.  He has now been diagnosed with bladder cancer. 
Is he eligible for service connection?  What is required? 
 
Current diagnosis, qualifying service,  theory of presumption .  Slide 46 

 
5. Jane Doe served in Syria with US Army in July 2001. She was diagnosed with rhinosinusitis in July 

2005.  Is she eligible for rhinosinusitis on a presumptive basis? 
                    
               No. Presumptive for Syria began on or after  September 19, 2001.  38 CFR 3.2(i) 
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