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What began as the dream of a young woman named Amy Ross in 
1923, a donation of farmland, and the resources and backing of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, the VFW National Home has grown from 
a small community of WWI widows and orphans into a vibrant and 
modern program for our nation’s military and veteran families to 
build a strong foundation for the future.  



The VFW National Home assists military, veterans, and their 
families with children, by creating a foundation of services and 
resources to achieve their personal and family goals in order to 

move forward in a positive, safe and healthy environment.

The National Home’s Mission



The National Home’s Priorities

1. Veterans and Families
2. Communication
3. Funds and Finance



What We Value

1. Integrity – Doing the Right Thing 
2. Community – A group of like-minded people
3. Family – A core unit working and learning together
4. Veteran Driven – Strong and deliberate focus on Veteran Support
5. Accountability – Conducting ourselves ethically and with honor



The National Home Community
Over 620 Acres of land

80 Acre campus
42 Single-family homes

Museum 
Supportive Structures: 

Community Center 
Gymnasium

Fitness Center
Library

Computer Lab
Meeting Spaces 

Classrooms



MICHIGAN HOUSE



INDIANA HOUSE



AIR FORCE – AIR NATIONAL GUARD HOUSE



The National Home Program

• May include 
Unaccompanied Tours

• Parent(s)/Guardian(s)
• Can be a spouse with 

children, or to assist in 
supporting a guardian 
serving as the family 
plan for deployment.

• Single or Married with 
dependent child(ren)

• Honorably discharged 
or still serving in the 
National Guard or 
Reserves

• Parent(s)/Guardian(s)
• Single or Married with 

dependent child(ren)

• Parent(s)/Guardian(s) 
• Child has a parent or 

grandparent in the 
VFW or Auxiliary in 
good standing or if 
deceased, in good 
standing at the time of 
death.

• Single or Married with 
dependent child(ren)

Active Duty/Deploying Veteran VFW/Auxiliary



Case 
Management

EEC

Support 
Services

Education

Veteran 
Services

Recreation

Life-Skills

Donated 
Goods 
Bank

Outside 
Experts

Program Department

Brian Lorente



Veteran Services



Veteran Resources Available
• Accredited VSO 
• Local Peer Supporters/ Navigators
• Cup of Joe 
• Local VA support and partnership
• Job Placement 
• Education Assistance 
• VA Healthcare within 20 miles 
• Michigan Veteran Trust Fund 
• NGAM Veteran Support Grants 
• Local VFW’s within ten miles
• Zero Day, Team RWB, Team Rubicon

Brian Lorente
Veteran and Family Resource Manager
blorente@vfwnationalhome.org
(517) 663 - 7875

Veteran Services

mailto:blorente@vfwnationalhome.org


• Case 
Management

• Housing
• Utilities
• Supportive 

Services
• On-campus
• Referrals to 

outside 
experts

Benefits and Expectations

 Follow agreements
◦ Facilities and Program 

Agreements

 Work on goals
◦ Family Plan

 40 hours productivity

 Attend classes/events



Case Management



Early Education Center



Education Department



Summer Enrichment Program



4H









Buddy Poppy Child



Vfwnationalhome.org/help 
800-313-4200



Inquiry
• Inquiry: Caller connects with a helpline specialist to determine eligibility to receive an application

Apply
• Application: Eligible callers are mailed a paper application for the program 

Initial 

Review

• Start of assessment process of whether to close or continue the application to the next phase.

Interview

• Assigned case managers will contact them to schedule interviews. We typically conduct 3-4 interviews where we gather 
information about the family, background, motivation, goals and begin to develop a possible productivity plan

Reference
• We contact references provided by the applicants

Final Review

• Application, interview responses, references and other collected information is presented to the team to make a final 
recommendation

Closure/ 
Admission

• Three outcomes: accepted, off-campus, closed

Application Process



Michael Wilson
Executive Director 

mwilson@vfwnationalhome.org
517-663-7515

Brian Lorente 
Veteran and Family Resource Manager

blorente@vfwnationalhome.org
517-663-7875

mailto:mwilson@vfwnationalhome.org
mailto:blorente@vfwnationalhome.org

