
PACT Act Related Effective Date Scenarios 
 

Compensation Claims 

Scenario 1: Original Compensation claim was filed for a PACT Act presumptive condition 
within 1 year of the date the PACT Act was signed into law 

What Actions Need To Be Taken: Submit a VA Form 21-526EZ claiming the PACT Act presumptive 
condition. On the VA Form 21-526EZ in Section IV: Claim Information, the box states: “If due to 
exposure, Event, or Injury, Please Specify”, for this you will write Toxic Exposure. Additionally in 
Section IV it states: “Explain how the disability(ies) relates to the in-service event/exposure/injury, here 
you will write Service in (xxxx).  

Effective Date: The effective date will be August 10, 2022 – the date the PACT Act was signed 
 

Scenario 2: Original Compensation claim for a newly added Pact Act Presumptive 
condition was filed after 1 year of the law change 

What Actions Need To Be Taken: Same actions as Scenario 1 

Effective Date: The effective date will be the date the claim was submitted.  
 

Scenario 3: Intent to File was submitted within 1 year of the PACT Act being signed into 
law and a compensation claim for a newly added PACT Act Presumptive 
condition is filed within 1 year of the ITF. 

What Actions Need To Be Taken: Same actions as Scenario 1 

Effective Date: The effective date will be August 10, 2022. This is due to the ITF preserving the date of 
law change as the effective date and the claim was submitted within the ITF window.  
 
Scenario 4: Veteran was denied benefits for a PACT Act presumptive condition prior to the 

PACT Act being signed into law. 

What Actions Need To Be Taken: Submit VA Form 20-0995 with a VA Form 21-4138 stating: 

(Veteran’s Name) has previously filed a claim for (condition) and this claim was 
denied on (date) due to (reason for denial). (Veteran’s name) served in (location) 
from (dates of service in that location) and is now eligible for presumptive service 
connection under the PACT Act of 2022. Please accept this statement in conjunction 
with the law change as new and relevant evidence and review the veteran’s claim for 
(condition). Your attention to this matter is greatly appreciated.  

VA Form 20-0995 in Part II box 13A states to list the specific issues on appeal. Here you will write the 
condition and “Please see attached 21-4138 to satisfy requirement for new and relevant evidence.”  

Effective Date: The effective date will be August 10, 2022 or 1 year prior to the filing of the claim, 
whichever is later. The effective date cannot be earlier than August 10, 2022. 

 
 

 



PACT Act Related Effective Date Scenarios 
Survivor Benefits Claims 

Scenario 5: Dependency Indemnity Compensation (DIC) claim was filed and denied 
BEFORE the PACT Act was signed. 

What Actions Need To Be Taken: Submit A VA Form 21P-534EZ claiming DIC benefits, along with 
the death certificate and a VA Form 21-4138 explaining the surviving spouse was previously denied for 
DIC but is now eligible under the PACT Act. 

Effective Date: The effective date will be the date the original DIC claim was filed. 
 
Scenario 6: Dependency Indemnity Compensation (DIC) claim filed AFTER Pact Act was 

signed. 

What Actions Need To Be Taken: Submit A VA Form 21P-534EZ claiming DIC benefits, along with 
the death certificate showing the veteran passed away from a PACT Act Presumptive condition. 

Effective Date is: The effective date will be August 10, 2022 or 1 year prior to the filing of the claim, 
whichever is later. The effective date cannot be earlier than August 10, 2022. 
 
Scenario 7: Intent to File was submitted within 1 year of the PACT Act being signed into 

law and a DIC claim for a newly added PACT Act Presumptive condition is 
filed within 1 year of the ITF. 

What Actions Need To Be Taken: Same actions as Scenario 6 

Effective Date: The effective date will be August 10, 2022. This is due to the ITF preserving the date of 
law change as the effective date and the claim was submitted within the ITF window.  

When filing for an appeal of a previously denied PACT Act Presumptive, follow this 
example of a 20-0995 already filled in. 

 

When filing for a PACT Act Presumptive, follow this example of a 21-526EZ requesting 
service connection for Melanoma due to Toxic Exposure

 


